Black Rock Tournament Rules
RULE 1: PRE-TOURNAMENT PRACTICE 

A. Contestants MAY NOT practice on the Tournament Lake the day of the tournament.  All regularly scheduled club sponsored tournaments (12) can only have anglers that belong to the club as members or if they are eligible and have filed paperwork to join the club.  In other words, no guests can fish club tournaments. 

RULE 2: SAFETY   

A. All club members must follow all US Coast Guard Rules and Regulations for safe boating. 1.  Safe boating conduct must always be observed. Each boater must have a small first AID Kit on his boat. 2.  Please report any boat breakdowns to the Tournament Director when you come in for the weigh-in. 3. Any new members and any existing members who wish to use their boat in tournaments as a boater must show proof of taking and completion of the US Coast Guard or Power Squadron Certification course.  While it is not mandatory for non-boaters to take the course, it is highly recommended.  Until the course is completed all members may fish as a non-boater.
B. Each contestant is required to wear a coast guard approved chest-like life preserver at any time the combustion engine is in operation.    

C. There will be no "blast-off ", but there will be a "trickle-off" at the Tournament Director's discretion.   

D. It will be understood that regarding the safety, health, and well being of the Black Rock Bassbusters, Inc., individuals will be held responsible for their own actions. The consumption of alcohol at the tournament site during the tournament hours is prohibited. The use of illegal non-prescription drugs is prohibited. Those found to be in violation of same will be brought before the Board of Directors of the Black Rock Bassbusters, Inc. for disciplinary action. This is in accordance with Article 5, Section b. of the by-laws, which states: "Removal from Membership – any action, which would reflect, dishonor or disgrace upon Black Rock Bassbusters, Inc."   

E. It will be understood that the safety of each participant during a tournament will be in the hands of both the boat owner and partner. All known speed limits and safe distances between boats will be observed. Also, if the weather turns bad where it will put life in jeopardy, then the boat owner and partner will decide if they should seek shelter on shore. The same will be true if the boat is unsafe. 
F. INSURANCE REQUIREMENT: During the official practice and competition days, no competitor may operate a boat unless that contestant has provided documented proof of a minimum of $300,000 per occurrence boating liability insurance covering the boat being used in the tournament. Proof of insurance must be kept in the boat being used and must cover the competitors using that boat. All Boaters must provide a copy of their Boat Insurance Policy showing at least $300,000 in Liability insurance to the Safety Director prior to March 30th each year to be allowed to enter their boat in a tournament.  Insurance must cover April 1st thru the last day of November to be eligible to fish in the tournaments.  If your insurance expires during the fishing season, you will be expected to provide a new copy of the policy to the Safety Director before fishing the next tournament.  Any competitor who cannot provide proof of valid insurance prior to the drawing of each tournament with a minimum of $300,000 of liability coverage will not be entered into the drawing and will not be eligible to fish.  If insurance is submitted after the drawing but prior to the tournament, the Tournament Director will do his best to place a non-boater with the boater and they will be put at the end of the launch position.  If they end up fishing alone due to no non-boater being available to fish, they will not get Lone Boater Status and will have to pay the tournament fee’s and be responsible for reading off the list of launching boats. 
G. If there is a safety event or issue with either a boat or an angler, the members effected should bring it to the attention of the Safety Officer, Tournament Director, Vice President and President the day of the event.  The Safety Officer will assess the issue and speak to those involved to gather information.  If the event or issue is severe enough or done with an intent to put any boater or non-boater in harm’s way the safety officer in conjunction with the Tournament Director, Vice President and President will meet and discuss whether immediate action needs to be taken to remove a boater from “boater eligible status” or if warranted dismissed from the club entirely. If this is the first offense the boater or non-boater will be warned by the safety Officer, Vice President and/or President of the offense.  If the offense is repeated, they could be removed from “Boater Eligible Status’ and/or removed from being a member of the club. Any removal or status change of a member is at the discretion of the Safety Officer in conjunction and agreement from the Club Officers with the President having the final decision if a tie needs to be broken.
RULE 3: TACKLE AND EQUIPMENT   

A. Only artificial lures may be used. No live bait, earthworms or prepared baits will be permitted with the exception of pork strips or pork rinds.   

B. Only one rod and reel may be used at any one time. If one rod gets hung up, you may use a second rod until you have fished the area and cleared your snag.   

RULE 4: BASIC BOATING EQUIPMENT AND METHODS   

A. Each boat contestant wishing to compete must have a boat in good working order, based on the State Federation safety regulations. Each boat must be equipped with either a built-in aerated live well system or have on board a portable aerated live well with enough capacity to hold at least 10 bass. The Tournament Committee shall have sole responsibility for determining whether the aeration and capacity of the well(s) is proper and adequate.  Black Rock will require all Bass Boats to have a minimum (90HP) and no greater than 250HP motor size.
B. Trolling MAY NOT be used as a method of fishing.   

C. All fishing must be done from the boat and neither partner may leave the boat except in the case of an emergency. 

1) If any angler needs to leave the boat at any time after tournament launch (I.E. Bathroom, lock entrance, etc) any angler left in the boat must not fish until their partner returns to the boat.

D. If a contestant must leave prior to the end of the designated fishing time, he must notify the Tournament Director and forfeit his catch and return it to the water. 

E. The first boat at a fishing location owns the location. No other contestants may fish within 25 yards of a stationary boat (does not have to be anchored). If a boat is working down a shoreline, no other boat may cut in front within 50 yards without asking and getting permission from the boater.
F.  In breakdown situations and with a tournament official’s permission, non-Boaters may transfer their boat’s (Boater and Non-Boater’s) fish to another competitor’s boat and ride to check in, and they may leave their Boater with the disabled boat. In such cases, the non-Boater must stay with their catches at all times and the assisting boat’s partners should verify the catch
RULE 5: PAIRING OF CONTESTANTS 

  

A. All contestants wishing to fish a tournament must be present for the drawing of partners or send word with a club member that they intend to fish.   

B. Prior to the tournament draw, two bowls will be set up to house the names of boaters in one, and non-boaters in the other. The boat draw will continue with a boater name being drawn from the boater bowl and a name will be drawn from non-boater bowl and said names will be paired. The boater draw will be set up as follows:  A true lone boater can only be drawn a lone boater 2 times in one season.  Tournament Director will ensure a Lone Boater card is inserted in the drawing deck for random draws.
If we have more non-boaters than boaters, we will make eligible the non-boaters using the following methodology.  We will look back at the previous 12 tournaments to see how many tournaments have been fished.  The angler with the most tournaments fished in the last 12 tournaments will be given preference.   In the case of a tie we will use current year meetings attended as the tie breaker.  The angler who attended the most meetings will get entered into the draw.  If we have a cancelation before the tournament, the next angler using the same methodology will be notified of a spot on the boat until filled.  In the event that two non-boaters’ names must be drawn consecutively due to pairings ineligibility SEE RULE 5-C BELOW. If two boaters are drawn as partners, the first name drawn is the boater, and the second boater will be placed on the Drawn Non-Boater list.   

C. A member may not fish in a regular tournament with the same partner more than twice during the calendar year (once during the first half of the season and once during the second half of the season). If ineligible partners are drawn, the Tournament Director should be immediately notified of such. The non-boater's name will be set aside. The boater will then be paired with a new partner (the next eligible non-boater drawn) and the non-boater who was set aside will be paired with the next eligible boater drawn. 

D. The odd boater in the draw will fish alone. If a non-boater does not show for the start of the tournament, the boater may fish alone or join another lone boater.   Any boater fishing alone for any reason will be awarded the average weight of all non-boaters competing that day.  (FOR PRIZE MONEY PURPOSES ONLY).   
E. In the event a boater cannot attend a tournament; he MUST first contact the Tournament Director and then his partner. It will be understood that the non-boater will then not attend if he cannot be matched with another boater. If a non-boater shows up at a tournament because his partner has not notified him, he may be placed on a larger boat as a third person subject to the boater's approval. His weight is counted as a lone boater but the 1.25X rule does not apply. Fines or infractions for failure to make the above notifications will be at the discretion of the Tournament Committee after reviewing the facts. 
F. If a boater does not declare himself as a boater at drawing time, he must notify the Tournament Director before the tournament if his intentions change where he can now fish.  The Tournament Director will see if there is a non-boater, he can be matched with by order in which they joined the club.  The tournament director will put him at the end of the launch list and he will be the last to launch and now be responsible for reading off the launch positions.  And if it is a 2-day tournament, he will be last for both days and will not be able to reverse the order in his favor.  He will be responsible for delivering the launch positions according to the Tournament Directors Launch Sheet provided by the Tournament Director for both days.
G. On a weekend when we have a back-to-back tournament no boats will be able to fish the bays in which we launch on the 2nd day of the tournament.  The demarcation zone will be communicated at the time of launch by the Tournament Director or delegate in the event he can’t make the tournament. If anyone is found to be fishing in that area both boater and non-boater will be disqualified and only receive 10 points. 

RULE 6: BOAT OPERATION AND EXPENSES   

A. On tournament day, the non-boater must pay the boater at least $35.00 to cover the cost of fuel and oil, etc. 
a. On a single tournament day where travel is less than an hour to travel (I.E. Candlewood, Lillinonah, Lake Zoar, Twin Lakes, etc.), the non-boater must pay the boater at least $35.00 to cover the cost of fuel and oil, etc.

b. On a single tournament day where travel is more than one hour away (I.E Mohawk River, Saratoga, etc.) the non-boater must pay the boater at least $50.00 to cover the cost of fuel and oil, etc.

c. On a two-day tournament overnight, the non-boater must pay the boater at least $50.00 each day for a total of $100.00 for the two days to cover the cost of fuel and oil and wear and tear, etc.

B. The boat owner and non-boater will discuss on their own about boat operation, areas fished, equal time at the front of the boat, and any other matters for that day. 
C. Any member that is drawn as a Lone Boater and fishes as a Loan Boater will not be required to pay the $20.00 Tournament Entry Fee for that given tournament.

 D. If any member of the club does damage to a boat, it is the between the Boat owner and the member(s) involved to work out any damage payment or replacement.  The Black Rock Officers nor the Black Rock Bass Buster Inc., will not be responsible for working out any plan for payment or reparations due to damage.  Damage and reparations should be worked out in good faith between members affected.  

RULE 7: TOURNAMENTS   

A. An official tournament shall be any tournament that is fished for a least half of the pre-designated time. The Tournament Director may delay the start of a tournament or call off a tournament at any time he considers the weather or any other condition to be unsafe. 

B. We will schedule 12 tournaments each season with any total of ten tournaments counting towards year-end standings (TWO tournaments dropped.)  If for some reason we don’t get to fish 12 tournaments we will still drop 2 from the total of tournaments fished in a given year to determine year end standings. (I.E., 11 Fished, we use 9 for final standings).
C. The two-day tournament will be counted as TWO SEPARATE TOURNAMENTS for the season. Partners will stay the same, but boat numbers will be reversed for the second day.  
D.  Black Rock will allow the use of cell phones for communications between boats/anglers during tournaments.
RULE 8: SCORING 

A. Winners shall be determined by the pound and 1/100th pound weight of each contestant's catch up to a five (5) fish limit for the body of water fished that day.   

B. Only largemouth and smallmouth bass will count.   
C.  All legal fish will be weighed on a common scale, recorded and returned alive to the water.  All bass will be measured with their mouth closed and only bass that measure the official length or more measured on a flat board on the straight line will be weighed in. Each bass presented for weigh-in that fails to measure the official length will not be weighed in as part of. the competitor’s catch, plus each fish under the official length will accrue a ONE POUND penalty per fish.  This penalty shall be deducted from the total weight of the competitor.
 D. A bass, which is considered by the Tournament Committee to be dead, shall have its weight recorded LESS A 4-OUNCE PENALTY IN ALL CATEGORIES. The only exception to the mandatory release of tournament fish shall be for a largemouth over 6 pounds and a smallmouth over 5 pounds.  A dead fish is not eligible for Lunker Prizes or recognition.

RULE 9: TIES 

A. In the event of a tie for a place, the number of legal fishes caught will break a tie. If a tie still exists, all money will be shared.   

B. Lunker ties will be shared. 
RULE 10: LATE PENALTIES   

A. Contestants who are late for launch time MUST report to any other club boat on the lake and have their live well(s) checked BEFORE they begin fishing. Late arrivals that fail to follow the above procedures WILL BE DISQUALIFIED.   

B. Contestants who have not "bumped the dock" of the launch site or pulled up on shore at the stated finish time will be considered late. A penalty of ONE POUND PER MINUTE (or fraction of a minute thereof) will be deducted from the late contestant(s) catch up to a MAXIMUM OF 15 MINUTES, at which time the contestant(s) WILL BE DISQUALIFIED. They will be awarded 10 points. This will be determined by the Tournament Director’s observation.  
C. All culling of fish must be done in the water before letting your tournament partner off the boat or by Tournament end time whichever comes first.  No culling of dead fish is  allowed.  You must weigh all dead fish.  All dead fish must be taken home or disposed of away from the lake launch.  At no time shall any angler have more than 5 fish in possession at any time, if you have your limit and catch a 6th fish you must cull prior to your next cast.  If more than 5 fish are weighed in or observed on shore by any one angler, the member will be disqualified and receive “0” points.  The Tournament Director will bear TOTAL responsibility for determining disqualification for more than 5 fish per member.   

RULE 11: GRIEVANCES 

A. If an angler has an issue with another club member, he needs to make it clear to the other angler at the time of the issue with a verbal request (i.e. -fishing space – boat etiquette).  If the angler doesn’t respect your position, then you need to tell them that you will be bringing it to the tournament director after the tournament ends. Any grievance regarding a tournament must be made to the Tournament Director prior to leaving the tournament site.   

B. The Tournament Director has the FINAL SAY on all grievances associated with a tournament.  His decisions will be based on findings from the Tournament Committee and his judgment on tournament matters. 
RULE 12: TOURNAMENT FEES AND PAYOUTS   

A. The tournament fee for this season will be THIRTY DOLLARS per person. The breakdown of the monies is as follows: 

Black Rock Club $5.00 

First Boater $4.00 

First Non-Boater $4.00 
First Place Boat $5.00
Second Place Boat $4.00 

Third Place Boat $3.00 
Lunker $5.00

TOTAL $30.00 

B. It will be up to the non-boater to reimburse the boater for Lunker if he so chooses.
C. In the event a lone boater wins a tournament; he is entitled to all monies for that boat place.   

D. All tournament fees should be paid at the time of the tournament draw. If a contestant is not present to pay, then all outstanding tournament fees MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE NEXT TOURNAMENT DRAW or an arrangement must be made with the Treasurer that is acceptable to him.  However, all entry fees must be paid by the last tournament of the year (NO EXCEPTIONS!)  If monies are not paid by the last tournament, then that contestant CANNOT FISH until all monies due are cleared on the books by the Treasurer. Also, any monies owed to the club shall be deducted from any tournament winnings during the year.
RULE 13: YEAR-END STANDINGS AND AWARDS   

A. YTD club standings are based on a points/weight system. For each tournament fished the order of finish in a tournament is based on weight. Points will be allotted for placing in a tournament, 50 points for 1st and reducing 1 point for each position after. 10 points will be allotted to each contestant for no fish caught.   

B. End of year standings will be determined as follows:   

1. MR. BASS - Will be the member who is first in Points of the counted club tournaments for the calendar year.   

2. MR. LUNKER LMB - Will be the member who catches the heaviest largemouth bass (in a club tournament) for the calendar year.   

3. MR. LUNKER SMB - Will be the member who catches the heaviest smallmouth bass (in a club tournament) for the calendar year.   

4. TOP TEN - Will be the top ten members by Adjusted Points for the end-of-year standings and awards. All ties will be resolved by: 

If there is a Tie in adjusted points all tiebreaker scenarios will use the final Adjusted Points Tournaments ONLY regardless of number.  Ties will be broken as stated below:  
(1st Tiebreaker) will be total weight
 (2nd Tiebreaker) most fish caught, 
(3rd tiebreaker) will be the highest total of club sanctioned events attended (I.E. Meetings, Awards Dinner, Tournaments, etc.)
5. ROOKIE OF THE YEAR – Will be the new member, chosen from those members new to the club for the calendar year, who has the highest club standing (i.e. adjusted points and must have fished at least 5 available Tournaments in a given year, otherwise their rookie status will be carried forward to next year)    

6. MOST IMPROVED - This will be the member who, by adjusted point standings has improved the most from the higher of your last 2 years, except 2nd year members when we will use the previous year and current year.  You are not eligible for most improved unless you fished at least 10 tournaments the previous 2 years unless you are in your second year of fishing with the club in which we will use last year and the current years only.
7. NON-BOATER OF THE YEAR – Will be the non-boater who is ranked the highest in the club standings   
8. 12 TOURNAMENT WINNERS – Will be the top Overall Winner of each of the 12 Club Tournaments.   
RULE 14: DISQUALIFICATION   

A. Failure to abide by these Tournament Rules may result in disqualification from a tournament(s) and year-end awards.   

RULE 15: AMENDMENTS TO BY- LAWS OR TOURNAMENT RULES   

A. Any amendment to the By-Laws must FIRST be presented to the general membership at a sanctioned meeting for discussion and approval to be implemented.  Any Tournament Rules MUST first be presented to the Tournament Committee for consideration and then be brought before the general membership at the next club meeting. Any amendment(s), in order to become effective, must be approved by 1 more than 50% of the attending club members as announced prior to a vote at the next club monthly meeting.
RULE 16: SIX MAN TEAM RULES 

A. The 6 Man Team will be formed and comprised of anglers who finished in positions 1-6 the prior year as documented in the Adjusted Points Standings.  The top Angler known as AKA (Mr. Bass) will be the 6-man team captain and will be responsible for putting together the team members and arranging for the team’s trip which includes Hotel arrangements, Finalizing Boaters and Non-boaters and submitting the registration forms and monies to NYS Bass Federation.  If any top 6 anglers can’t make the trip, the captain will go down the list to the next eligible angler and replace any angler that can’t make it.  Any replacements must confirm with the captain in a reasonable amount of time set by the captain.  All 6-man team members will receive a 6-man team Shirt/Hat paid for by the club.  Also, any registration, hotel, gas, tolls and reasonable meal expenses will be paid by the club that comes out of the 50/50 Raffle Tickets sold each year.  To be a 6 Man Team member you must have turned in raffle tickets with the minimum of $110.00 collected to be eligible.  If no 6-man team is submitted the funds will be put towards Youth Day or another club event (i.e., Barbecue at Lake Champlain, etc.) 

Bylaws last reviewed and approved December 2022. 

