BLACK ROCK BASS BUSTERS, INC.

CORPORATE BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I – NAME, PURPOSE AND MEETINGS

SECTION 1: NAME


This corporation shall be called the “BLACK ROCK BASS BUSTERS. INC.”

SECTION 2: PURPOSE

a. To stimulate public awareness of bass fishing as a major sport.

b. To offer the State Department of Environmental Conservation our organized support and encouragement.

c. To promote full adherence to all conservation codes and to aid in the formulation of sound polices and practices designed to conserve, restore and protect the natural resources of the State.

d. To detect and report any polluter and call public attention to the offense.

e. To improve our skill as bass anglers through a friendly exchange of expert bass catching techniques and ideas.

f. To promote and encourage youth fishing and a love of the sport of fishing.

g. To embrace the principles and purpose of the Bass Anglers Sportsman Society (“BA.S.S.”) and to function as a dynamic and effective link with other members of the State B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation.

SECTION 3: MEETINGS


Regular meetings will be held at 7:30PM on the second Thursday of each 
calendar month at American Legion New Windsor Post 1796, 29 Walnut 
Avenue, New Windsor, NY 12553, (845) 561-9847.

ARTICLE II – MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1: NUMBER OF MEMBERS


The general membership will be limited to 40 members.

SECTION 2: REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP

a. A member must be at least 16 years if age.

b. A prospective member must be sponsored by a member at a regular monthly meeting. However, no member may sponsor more than one prospective member during any calendar year.

c. The prospective member must express a genuine interest in participating in all club functions.

d. The prospective member will be granted conditional membership upon receiving affirmative votes by at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the members present at a regular monthly meeting. The conditional member will be awarded full membership after participation in two organization functions, one of which must include fishing with a member other than the sponsor. Boaters will fish with a Non-Boater and Non-Boaters will fish with a Boater.
e. All members are mandated to join B.A.S.S.

SECTION 3: MEMBERSHIP COMPOSITION

The organization will consist of two-member categories – “boaters” and “non-boaters”. Membership composition cannot exceed 40% non-boaters. A boater will be defined as an individual who owns and operates a boat and equipment at Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc. tournaments, which meet the minimum requirements (Ref. Black Rock Bass Busters Inc. Tournament Rules). Prospective non-boaters who are ineligible for membership due 40% rule, stated above, will be placed on a prospective members list. Prospective members will be considered for membership based on chronological order.  The prospective members list will include the persons name, address, telephone number, date placed on the list. Once eligible for membership, a prospective member must be ready and able to join at that time. If the prospective member declines membership at that time, he will be dropped from the prospective members list and must reapply for membership. Prospective members may accompany a lone boater during club tournaments for purposes of practice and to meet other requirements.  The non-member will be required to pay the $25.00 Tournament fee and be eligible for all Tournament prizes.  However, they would not be added to the Overall Standings till they become a member.  The tournaments prior to becoming a member will not count.  Only the tournaments after the date he is officially a member.
SECTION 4: MEMBERSHIP DUES

a. The fiscal year for the corporation is the calendar year commencing January 1 and ending December 31.

b. Membership dues ($75.00) cover the calendar year and must be paid by the March meeting.

c. Dues will not be pro-rated.

ARTICLE III – OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, ELECTIONS, VACANCIES, AND ELIGIBILITY

SECTION 1: OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

a. PRESIDENT: 

Preside over all meeting and direct all official business. Supervise all corporate functions. Appoint members to the following positions:

Annual Dinner Chairperson

Board of Directors

Communications (Publicity) Chairperson

Conservation Chairperson

Membership Chairperson

Newsletter Chairperson

Nominating Committee

Prize Committee

Program Chairperson

Safety Officer

State Federation Chairperson

Tournament Committee Chairperson

Youth Committee Chairperson

b. VICE PRESIDENT:   Act as program chairperson. Assist the president in the duties and in the absence of the president, preside at regular and special meetings.

c. SECRETARY:  Maintain accurate minutes of all regular meetings called by the president. 

d. TREASURER: He (or she) must prepare an annual audit for review by the Board of Directors. Collect and disburse all moneys. Maintain accurate financial records and present a current balance report at each regular meeting.

SECTION 2: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors will consist of six members: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and two members appointed by the President, The President will not vote unless required to break a tie vote.

a. The President will call and chair the meetings.

b. The Secretary will record the minutes of these meetings.

c. The Board of Directors will hear all formal protest and rule on all violations of the corporate by-laws.

d. The Board will develop an agenda for the monthly meetings.

SECTION 3: ELECTIONS


The election of officers shall be held annually at the November meeting. The President will appoint a nominating committee at the October meeting. This 
committee will bring to the membership a slate of new officers. Elections shall be 
by a simple majority vote of the members present.

SECTION 4: ELIGIBILTY TO VOTE


Each official member of Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc. is entitled to one vote.  Proxy votes are not permitted.

SECTION 5: TERM OF OFFICE


The term of each office is one year beginning and ending at the November meeting. The changing of officers will take place at the November meeting.

SECTION 6: VACANCIES


In the event an office becomes vacant during the year, nominations will be taken 
from the floor. An election will be held at the same meeting to fill the unexpired 
term of the vacant office. National B.A.S.S. headquarters shall be notified immediately of the change of any officer.

SECTION 7: ELIGIBILTY FOR HOLDING OFFICE


To be eligible for an office you must:

a. Have been a member for at least one calendar year.

b. Have attended at least 50% of the regular meeting s and participated in at least 50% of scheduled tournaments. Have shown an active interest in all of the organization’s functions.

ARTICLE IV: STANDING COMMITTEES

The terms served by the committee members will coincide with that of the President.

a. ANNUAL DINNER CHAIRPERSON - This person will find an appropriate place to hold our annual award dinner in January or February. He will bring this information to the membership for approval.

b.  COMMUNICATION (PUBLICITY) CHAIRMAN - This person will insure that our club activities are seen in as many publications and heard on as many radio stations as possible.

c.   CONSERVATION CHAIRPERSON - The purpose of this person shall be to aid in the protection of our environment and natural resources. To document and report to the proper authorities’ violations of local, state, and federal anti-pollution laws, statutes, regulations, ordinances and other regulatory devices. To take political action to improve our environment. To take legal action where appropriate. To undertake informational and education programs, to bring public awareness to threats to our environment, to take a leadership role in repairing the harm that has already been done to the life-giving waters of America.

d.  MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON - This person will interview all prospective members who attend a regular meeting and have them fill out a membership form. Prepare and maintain the prospective members list. Introduce new members and see that they
receive the by-laws and tournament schedule. Take care of the correspondence between National B.A.S.S. Federation and Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc.

e.  NEWSLETTER CHAIRPERSON - This person shall write the monthly newsletter. Ask for input or news from the membership. Write articles pertinent to bass fishing. All members are welcome to submit articles.

f.  NOMINATING COMMITTEE - This committee will be appointed by the President at the October meeting. 
They will put together a slate of officers together for a vote by the general membership in November.

g.  PRIZE COMMITTEE - This committee will be appointed by the President to solicit prizes and donations for youth functions. They will help identify prospective donors and prepare and send correspondence to these prospective donors.

h.  PROGRAM CHAIRPERSON - The Vice President is the program chairperson. He will bring programs to our club meeting to help our club keep up on modern bass techniques.

i.  SAFETY OFFICER - This person will make sure our boats and other equipment are safe to use in our fishing tournaments and keep the       club up to date on all safety standards set by the Coast Guard.

j.  STATE FEDERATION CHAIRPERSON - This person will attend meetings of the New York State Bass Federation and bring back any information to our club. Be a liaison officer between our organization and the New York State Bass Federation. Work with our six-man team for the annual State fishing tournament.

k.  TOURNAMENT COMMITTTEE CHAIRPERSON - This person is appointed by the President at the November meeting and serves for (1) full calendar year. The tournament chairperson then selects members to serve on his committee. They will plan, organize and set up 
all club tournaments no later than February meeting of each year. This 
tournament schedule will consist of 12 tournaments a year and will not conflict with any New York State B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation tournament or fall on any holiday weekend. If any Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc. member makes it to the National B.A.S.S. Federation tournament either divisional or national; the tournament director will try to avoid scheduling conflicts for that tournament date. The tournament schedule will then be communicated and presented to the general membership, without vote, and implemented as the in-place schedule during the February meeting. A maximum of 10 tournaments will count with a maximum of 2 tournaments dropped if all 12 tournaments are fished. The drop tournaments are in 
place to accommodate any personal scheduling conflicts. The tournament committee is responsible for deciphering and enforcing the tournament rules. If changes are deemed necessary, they will author a draft and present to the general membership to be voted on for approval. The chairperson will keep records and be the final decision-maker on enforcement for all tournament rules, determine the winners of each tournament, and distribute prizes at each monthly meeting when needed. This chairperson will work with the dinner chairperson for the annual dinner and be the Master of Ceremony.

l.  YOUTH COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON - This person shall be appointed by the President. The youth chairperson will then select   members to serve on his committee. The purpose of this committee shall be to plan the annual Bob McCue Youth Day at Ring’s Pond in Cornwall. The idea of this day is to: expose our youth to their national heritage; teach them respect and appreciate the basic rules of honesty, integrity, fair play and good sportsmanship; give our youth an introduction to the joys of fishing. No alcoholic beverages are allowed at youth day activities.

ARTICLE V – REMOVAL OF MEMBERSHIP


A member may be dropped from the membership roles for the following reasons:

a. Failure to pay their dues or assessments by the March meeting.

b. Any action, which would reflect, dishonor or disgrace upon Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc., or a display of poor sportsmanship in our organization.

c. Failure to be present at 50% of regular monthly meetings and 50% of the scheduled tournaments for Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc. A determination of who will be dropped from the membership will be made by a majority vote at the January meeting.


ARTICLE VI – REQUIREMENTS FOR B.A.S.S. CHAPTER AFFILIATION


Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc. will be a Chapter of and maintain its affiliation 
with B.A.S.S. Requirements are as follows:

a. The approval of our by-laws by B.A.S.S.

b. The updating of B.A.S.S. of out membership roster once each year immediately following elections of Officers and Directors.

c. The names and addresses of new members who join Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc. during the year must be submitted to B.A.S.S. as they occur. The forms are included in the B.A.S.S. Chapter Handbook.

d. Maintain 80% B.A.S.S. membership.

e. Support State Federation conservation and youth programs.

f. To do additional requirements that the State Federation establishes for chapters, example – membership dues to the state, attendance to state meetings by a club member, joining the National Federation. This is necessary in order for the Chapter to participate in the State Federation qualifying tournaments(s), and other Federation sponsored tournaments or events.

ARTICLE VII – SPORTSMANSHIP

a. To follow and adhere to the by-laws of Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc.

b. To follow and adhere to the tournament rules of Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc., NYS B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation, and Bass Anglers Sportsman Society.

c. To be courteous and understanding to all members.

d. Pay attention and not be disruptive during Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc. functions.

e. To aid fellow members who may have boating difficulties on the water during tournaments.

f. To aid other boat owners getting in and out of the water.

g. Not to use WD-40 for a fish formula.

h. Help other members to become better fishermen.

i. Make an effort to participate in non-tournament functions of Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc.

ARTICLE IX – AMENDING THE CORPORATE BY-LAWS AND TOURNAMENT RULES

The Corporate By-laws and the Tournament Rules may be amended only by a fifty-one percent (51%) or greater vote of the entire membership. The proposal must be provided in written form one month prior to the vote so all members have time to read and understand its meaning. It must be passed by at least a 51% vote of the entire membership; the new proposal will become part of an addendum to our Corporate By-laws and/or Tournament Rules. The Secretary will type and pass out a copy to all members to be added to their copy of the By-laws and/or Tournament Rules.

ARTICLE X – SIGNERS TO THE CORPORATE BY-LAWS


We, the undersigned officers do hereby adopt the foregoing by-laws of the Black Rock Bass Busters, Inc. on this ______13th__________day of _December ,2022.

PRESIDENT: Brian S. Smallhorn
Signature

VICE-PRESIDENT: Rich Ryan
Signature

SECRETARY: John Duczeminski
Signature

TREASURER: Billy Carlstrom
AMENDMENT I. – HONORARY AND LIFE MEMBERSHIP (enacted 2001)

a.  Honorary members shall:

1. Pay no dues.

2. Have no voting rights.

3. Not entitled to fish regular tournaments.

4. Be entitled to attend club functions, such as Casting Kids, Kids Fishing Derby, Awards Dinner as a member.

5. Be voted on by a majority of the members at the meeting when proposed.

b.   Life members shall:

1. Be at least 65 years if age or reach such age during current calendar year and have at least 5 continuous years of membership OR have 15 continuous years of membership.

2. Shall not be included as part of the regular membership number (40).

3. Shall not be eligible for the 6-man team.

4. Pay no dues.

5. Have voting rights.

6. Be entitled to fish regular tournaments if slot available (established prior to tournament draw). All tournament fees and payouts apply.

7. Be eligible for “Lunker of the Year” and “Tournament Win” prizes.

8. Not be included in the club tournament standings. There will be a separate list for Life Members.

9. Be entitled to attend club functions, such as Casting Kids, Kids Fishing Derby, Awards Dinner as a member.

10. Must apply to the Membership Secretary (Chairman) for life status in writing. This is not automatic.

NOTE: Items in italics are updates of the original By-laws.
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